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Sanya Declaration of the 7th Global
Forum of Leaders for Agricultural Science and
Technology

The 7th Global Forum of Leaders for Agricultural Science and Technology
(GLAST-2023), jointly organized by Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(CAAS), the People's Government of Hainan Province of China, the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Consultative Group on In-
ternational Agricultural Research (CGIAR), and the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), was held in Sanya, Hainan Province, China from October 25th to
28th, 2023. Approximately 580 representatives (hereinafter referred to as "partic-
ipants") from 49 countries and 16 international organizations worldwide, includ-
ing prominent leaders and renowned experts, attended the Forum. Participants
had extensive discussions on the theme of “Science and Technology Leading the
Transformation of Global Agri-food Systems” , and reached following

consensus:

All participants reaffirmed their commitment to the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) set in the 2030 Agenda, and the implementation of
outcomes from multilateral events under the framework of the United Nations,
APEC, and G20. Furthermore, participants pledge to strengthen cooperation in
agricultural science and technology, facilitate the transformation of agri-food
systems, and effectively address global challenges, including food security, pov-
erty reduction, climate change and green development, thereby actively con-

tributing to the attainment of Global Development Initiative (GDI) goals.

Participants unanimously agree that technological innovation is the crucial
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driver for the transformation of the global agri-food systems, and plays a pivotal
role in enhancing global agricultural production capacity, promoting revolution

in agricultural sectors, and supporting rural development:

@ Greater agricultural production capacity is the primary objective for agricul-
tural development in all countries, and serves as the foundation and prerequi-
site for achieving green, sustainable, resource-efficient, equitable, and economi-
cally viable agriculture. Therefore, efforts should be made to turn global
agri-food systems towards more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable,
through enhancing green agricultural technological innovation, climate change
adaptation, carbon sequestration and emission reduction in agriculture, and re-

ducing food losses and waste across the entire production chain.

@ Accelerating innovation and application of cutting-edge agricultural technolo-
gies is key to the transition of agri-food systems, and is also the underlying pillar
for achieving energy-efficient, emission-reducing, green and low-carbon sustain-
able agricultural development. Therefore, efforts should be made on the devel-
opment and application of revolutionary technologies, such as biotechnology,
information technology, new material technology and new energy technology,

so as to drive the green transformation of agriculture.

@ The application of technological innovation is the inherent engine for rural de-
velopment, and will definitely facilitate poverty reduction and improve the liveli-
hood of small farmers. Therefore, efforts should be made to promote rural de-
velopment, rural construction and rural governance through developing digital
agriculture and smart agriculture, promoting new models, upgrading gover-
nance, and delivering training to small farmers for better capacity in using new

technologies.

Participants call upon governments, especially those in developing countries,
and agricultural enterprises worldwide to further increase investment in agricul-
tural research and technology dissemination service. This includes enhancing
research and development capabilities and cultivating a new generation of agri-

cultural science and technology professionals.

Participants commend CAAS for taking the lead in launching the international
mega-science program: “Genotype to Phenotype (G2P) Initiative” with interna-
tional partners (national agricultural institutions and international organiza-
tions). This Initiative is expected to focus on collective exploration of crop genet-
ic resources, creating public products and platforms for molecular breeding, and

driving a new round of green revolution in agricultural technologies.

Participants applaud the joint initiative of CAAS and African Academy of Scienc-
es (AAS) in establishing a “China-Africa Agricultural Science and Technology In-
novation Alliance (CAASTIA)” , aiming at building an open and shared platform
for coordinated development of agricultural technology institutions and the in-
dustry sector, promoting hunger and poverty reduction in Africa, advancing agri-

cultural modernization, and addressing the African Agenda 2063.

Participants unanimously affirm that the Global Forum of Leaders for Agricultur-
al Science and Technology (GLAST) is a significant platform for global agricultur-
al technological innovation and governance. The mechanism should be further
consolidated to draw more international consensus, synergize innovation re-
sources, and enhance international collaborative innovation capabilities. Partic-
ipants call upon joint efforts in addressing global challenges, such as food secu-
rity and climate change, and build a global agricultural science and technology

community with a shared future.




