Message from the President
Since the beginning of the new century, China has continued to make remarkable
progress in agricultural production, poverty elimination and farmer’s income
growth, along with that in many other areas of economic and social development.
The increase of grain production in the past eight consecutive years marked a new
stage of agricultural development in the country. In the meantime, there remains
a series of daunting challenges in achieving the development targets set forth by
the national 12th "Five-Year Plan" for 2011-2015. By the year 2025, the Chinese
population will reach 1.45 billion. China’s capacity in the production of grain and
potatoes needs to reach the level of 680 million tons per annum, an increase of
110 million tons from the current level (571 million tons in 2011). The constraints
in arable land, water and other natural resources, along with trends of urbanization,
changes of people’s diets and consumer food preferences, new dynamics of the
rural labor force in terms of gender and age, as well as the volatile world economy
all have profound implications for not only the country’s development policies, but
also the direction and the strategy of science and technology development.
Positioning science and technology innovation as one of the key national
development strategies, China is among the few countries in the world that has a
continued government support and investment in agricultural research, technology
transfer and human capacity building. A favorable policy environment, increasing
funding support, the dynamic and rising market demand, along with the new
breakthroughs of biological and information technologies have become the key
drivers for the science and technology innovation and development in the country.
It is in this context that the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) has
developed a new vision supported by new research and development plans for the
next five years.
As China’s national agricultural research organization directly affiliated to the
Ministry of Agriculture, the mandates of CAAS are to conduct strategic as well as
applied research to address technical and policy issues in agricultural production,
sustainable development and farmer’s welfare; to contribute directly to agricultural
modernization, rural development and poverty elimination through technology
transfer, partnerships and support to the agro-industries; and to conduct training
and capacity development for the new generation of agricultural scientists and
farmers.
This brochure presents an outline of the Academy’s mission, mandates, the
organization and our research disciplines and strength. CAAS, with its 40 institutes,
10,000 staff and 3,000 graduate students, are determined to develop the Academy
to a world-class center of excellence, to be among the leading agricultural research
organizations in the world. We strive to achieve and maintain the highest quality
of research, to be open to new ideas and partnerships, and to play a key role in
achieving food security and sustainable development in China as well as in the
world. CAAS looks upon international cooperation as a strategically important
approach to achieve our mission and vision. We would like to share our vision, our
efforts and our knowledge with colleagues and friends of the North and the South,
home and abroad, for the common goal of building a world free of hunger and
poverty, assuring health and prosperity for all, and leaving the future generations
with a healthy environment and natural resource base for their well being.
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